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        Br. Cylas Yenwong, fms
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FREEDOM AND RESPONSIBILITY

Photo by Pat Whelen on Unsplash
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It was Sunday the 22nd October 2023 at the St Martin De 
Porres Catholic Church (South-Suntreso) Archdiocese of 
Kumasi Ghana.during the Eucharistic celebration when 
Br Francis Verye, fms in company with his Brothers of 
Champagnat community, Odeneho Kwadaso presented 
his newly published book on ecology. He thrilled the 
Congregation with his famous quote "When we plant 
trees, we plant seeds of peace and hope," said Wangari 
Maathai, the first African woman to win the Nobel Peace 
Prize. Br. Francis raised a thought-provoking question 
that kept the attendees spellbound. "What is happening 
with the "Garden City of Africa?" This Ever-green City is 
constantly being robbed off its natural beauty by our 
cruel and unfriendly human activities. Kumasi in the 
days of old was the garden city of Africa. He went on, 
without mincing words, “we should all listen to the cry of 
the Holy Father, Pope Francis on environmental degrada-
tion and disrespect of other God's creation, and to value 
our interconnectedness.” The human race is on the verge 
of extinction if serious care is not taken. The thrust of this 
wonderful book is on our interconnectedness and care for 
our Common Home and all of God's Creation. This a  
book to read by all; a simple story simply told.

Integral Ecology, Environment and Spirituality."

A Mini Book Launch

�
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How does the Blessed Virgin Mary perform on the 
personality factor of Agreeableness? This is our preoc-
cupation for this write-up. Again, we do so from the 
viewpoint of the theorists -MacCrae and Costa. Let’s 
start by considering their description of Agreeableness. 
They opine that highly agreeable persons are 
soft-hearted, trusting, generous, acquiescent, lenient, 
and good-natured. Contrary, persons of low Agreeable-
ness tend to be ruthless, suspicious, stingy, antagonis-
tic, critical, and irritable. We attempt to identify 
instances where the Blessed Virgin Mary manifests 
some of these personality attributes.

We can recognize an attitude of trust in Mary’s 
discourse with the Angel Gabriel in the Annunciation. 
Water from the Rock (51) affirms, “Mary is surprised 
by the forceful entry of God into her life. She is afraid. 
Then she comes to be at peace because of her intuition 
of the presence and love of God for her. Without having 
all the answers to her questions, she trusts and commits 
herself to a God who inspires trust.” Mary demon-
strates faith in God, hence yields to his message in 
these pious words, “I am the handmaid of the Lord, let 
it be done unto me according to your words.”

She also manifests trust at the Visitation. She believes 
the angel's message that her old kins lady, Elizabeth, 
was six months pregnant. Mary supports her faith with 
action, so she moves hastily to the hill town. The Bless-
ed Virgin Mary shows strong faith in her son God, 
Jesus Christ, at the wedding at Cana. Not knowing 
how, yet, she trusts he could turn the couple's situation 
around. She accordingly appeals to him – “They have 
no wine!” Indeed, her simple invitation to Jesus brings 
a huge relief to the couple.

Her acquiescence is unmatched. This is what the Rule 
of the Ten Evangelical Virtues says, "The Virgin Mary 
was always most obedient not only to God but for 
God's sake, also to men." Examples of her obedience 
are not far-fetched. At the Annunciation, she has a 
choice to make but submits to God’s will. She 

welcomes God’s message and willingly obeys 
it. Mary devotedly cooperates with God for the 
revelation of His ancient and most perfect plan 
for humanity, salvation. The Blessed Virgin 
Mary, in her weakness, nine months pregnant, 
obeys the decree of Emperor Caesar Augustus 
and travels to Bethlehem to register. We equally 
see in Mary a sense of obedience at the Presen-
tation of the Lord at the temple. She follows the 
religious prescriptions and acts accordingly. In 
a word, her submissiveness permeates all 
through the New Testament.

Mary is a generous and soft-hearted woman. 
For the salvation of the world, she let go of her 
son. As an itinerary preacher, Jesus spends little 
or no time with his mother. I guess it is not a 
bother to the generous Virgin Mary. Again, we 
refer to the newly-weds in Cana. Mary’s 
soft-heartedness manifests flagrantly. She feels 
their trouble and makes a conscious attempt to 
help them by taking that first vital step. Her 
final reaction makes her movement worth it.

The collected comportment Mary exhibits at 
the foot of the cross is nothing short of extraor-
dinary. Her bravery and determination to defy 
the odds must have been a testament to her 
faith. Despite the circumstances, one might 
have expected her agreeable nature to manifest 
in a contrary manner, displaying traits such as 
ruthlessness, antagonism, criticality, or irrita-
bility. However, the scriptures make no men-
tion of such sentiments regarding her son's 
murderers or even towards God himself, who 
hailed her as "blessed among all women!" 
during the Annunciation. What a truly remark-
able individual! In light of these observations, 
it is reasonable to conclude that Mary demon-
strates a high degree of agreeableness in her 
personality.
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The school was closed on the 14th of September, 2023 for a two-week vacation and resumed on Tuesday, 3rd October, 
2023. The reopening day always serves as a day for cleanup exercises done by the student body. The students also 
interacted with each other since they spent weeks without seeing each other. It was the beginning of a new academic 
year 2023/2024. Following his transfer and apppointment, Br. John Kusi–Mensah is the new headmaster of St. Mar-
cellin Champagnat School. 
The school also opened its doors to admit new students as well as recruit new teachers. Academic work resumed there-
after. An opening Mass was held on the 11th of October, 2023 which was led by Fr. John Amoah to entrust the term 
and its activities into the hands of the Lord. The academic year started well and all the students and staff are looking 
forward to a 12-week successful and fulfilling term and academic year.
           Mary Antwi B.

	���������	���������������������������
��������������	�� �������������������������
��	���������������������������������������
���� ���� ��������� ���������� ��� ������ �����

���	����������������		������������������
������������������������������������������	���
����� ���� ���� ���� ����������� ���� ���� ����
����������������������
� � � � Br Cho Nchang

����������������������� �����������������

	 �������������������� �	���������������������

�



The Synod on Synodality 2023 carries the theme: For a 
Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, and Mis-
sion. To help highlight the experiences and contribute to a 
richer way to the Synod on Synodality, the Pope has invit-
ed the Christian faithful of the universal Church to reflect 
on various themes, such as the journeying companions, 
listening, speaking out with courage and parrhesia (that 
is, integrating freedom, truth, and charity), celebrating the 
Eucharist, co-responsibility in the mission, dialogue in 
Church and society, the dialogue between Christians of 
different confessions, discernment and forming ourselves 
in Synodality. The purpose is to learn from one another 
and create a bright resourcefulness that will enlighten 
minds, warm hearts, and give strength to our hands. 
Hence, I would like to comment briefly on the theme “A 
glimpse to listen to the Holy Spirit” and to one another as 
has been spelled out on the theme of Synod on Synodali-
ty. Pope Francis’ prayer before the Synod on Synodality 
articulates beautifully the importance of listening to the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit for the growth of the Church 
“Come, Holy Spirit! You inspire new tongues and place 
words of life on our lips: keep us from becoming a 
‘museum Church,’ beautiful but mute, with much past 
and little future. Come among us, so that in this synodal 
experience we will not lose our enthusiasm, dilute the 
power of prophecy, or descend into useless and unproduc-
tive discussions. Come, Spirit of love, open our hearts to 
hear your voice! Come, Holy Spirit of holiness, renew the 
holy and faithful People of God! Come, Creator Spirit, 
renew the face of the earth! Amen.”

What exactly is a synod?
A Synod is a gathering, traditionally of bishops, that helps 
the Church to walk forward together in the same direc-
tion. The word “Synod” comes from the Greek syn-ho-
dos, meaning “the same way” or “the same path.”

What is synodality?
Fundamentally, synodality is about journeying together. 
This happens through listening to one another to hear 
what God is saying to all of us. It is realizing that the Holy 
Spirit can speak through anyone to help us walk forward 
together on our journey as the People of God.

Listening
Pope Francis said, “Speaking of a ‘Synod on Synodality’ 
may seem something obscure, self-referential, excessive-
ly technical, of little interest to the general public,” but it 
is “something truly important for the Church. Precisely at 
this time, when there is much talk and little listening, and 

when the sense of the common good is in 
danger of weakening, the Church as a whole 
has embarked on a journey to rediscover the 
word together,” (Pope Francis Aug. 26, 2023)

Listening is another step that requires an open 
mind and heart, without prejudice. The synod-
al process necessitates that we, first listen with 
an open heart and open mind to where the 
Spirit is calling us and discern to whom we 
need to listen and what steps need to be taken 
to more fully live out our mission as Chris-
tians. ‘To journey together as Christians is 
only possible through the approach of a listen-
ing Church, open to gathering and reflecting 
on the lived experiences of all its members, 
including making space for those often 
excluded and discarded’. (Vademecum, nos. 
1.5, 5.3). The Psalmist says, ’’Come, my 
children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear 
of the Lord.” (Psalm 34:11). We are in this 
Psalm 34:11, encouraged to experience God 
for ourselves and to open our eyes and see the 
goodness of God that is all around us.

There is no doubt that God wants us to believe 
and listen to the Holy Spirit. These are the 
qualities that we must learn, indicating that we 
do not possess these characteristics in us by 
nature. When we are discussing important 
issues, we often leap right into the business, 
sometimes, without listening to one another 
and without listening to the Holy Spirit. As 
members of a Synodal Church gather, it is 
important to listen to what is moving in the 
hearts of people.

Despite facing rejection, Jesus does not allow 
Himself “to be imprisoned by disappoint-
ment,” but instead looks to the Father, remain-
ing “serene even in the storm,” says Pope 
Francis. Therefore, Jesus invites us to be a 
Church that contemplates God’s action and 
discerns the present; “A Church that does not 
face today’s challenges and problems with a 
divisive and contentious spirit but, on the 
contrary, turns its eyes to God who is commu-
nion and, with awe and humility, blesses and 
adores him, recognizing him as its only Lord.” 
(Pope Francis)
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We welcome your valuable input. Your feedback and ideas are essential in helping us improve. 
For Comments, Suggestions and sending of articles, contact: 

Whatsapp: +237677085480; +1(845)3188314
Email: mnewsbullet@gmail.com

Next Publication - 30th November 2023

This program brought together English and 
French-speaking participants from nine provinces of the 
Marist World. The group comprises Brothers and lay 
who serve as Principals and Community leaders.  The 
participants had already completed the program's first 
phase, which had started six months earlier online. The 
second, face-to-face, phase of the program planned to 

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������

give participants the opportunity to interact with facili-
tators, hands-on activities, and practice started on 
Monday, the 23rd of October and is expected to end on 
Friday, the 4th of November 2023. Brothers Etienne 
Balma and Augustine Teye Naatey are currently in the 
Philippines following this program.
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